6 Reasons you should NOT be a Sabbath school teacher

1) You're a natural talker and you just love to talk and talk and talk and talk and talk and
talk and talk and ZZzzzzzzzzzzzzzz.

Effective teachers tend to be great listeners. Devising talking points and questions to allow your
class members the opportunity to share in meaningful dialogue is critical. Reading facial
expressions and listening carefully to what is not being said will help you target areas of
discussion that are relevant and timely to your members’ needs and interests.

2) Your own life experiences always seem like ideal examples regardless of the topic of
discussion.

Effective teachers have the ability to direct the focus away from themselves and onto whom it
really belongs...Jesus Christ. The weekly lesson period should not be a platform for sharing the
triumphs (or defeats) of the teacher. Remember, it's not about you! Being able to craft a
discussion that encourages members in this Christian race and uplifts Jesus Christ are the
ultimate accomplishments of a great Sabbath school class.

3) You're not really a stickler for time. A few minutes late is no big deal.

Effective teachers set a good example for promptness and consideration of the time of the class
members. Teachers should arrive early for Sabbath school and greet as many class members
before class as possible. Set a pattern and reputation for starting and ending on time. Teachers
should be models of consistency.

4) You know weekly topics so well you don’t even need to study.

Effective teachers share fresh, divine insight that they receive from constant study, meditation
and prayer. The bible is a living word and as such it contains new revelations and relevant
inspiration to meet the needs of each member who attends. A helpful target for preparation time
is one hour for each 10 minutes of class time. A 45 minute class should be prepared for by at
least 4 1/2 hours of study.

5) You're not really a people person, just a good teacher.

Effective teachers are people persons, even if it does not come naturally. There is a need in
every class for the teacher to extend themselves by showing genuine interest in the lives of all
class members. Sabbath school involvement should extend beyond the weekly Sabbath
morning class period. Calling missing members and engaging new and visiting members should
be a regular part of your Sabbath school class. You can and should be an ambassador-of-one
sharing the love of Christ with all whom you interact with.

6) You're only teaching because no one else wants to.

Effective teachers realize the calling on their lives and have a real desire to improve their
abilities to their maximum potential. When teachers have the proper mindset, they approach
this responsibility with the seriousness it deserves. Even if you're not sure if this is your calling,
the bible plainly says “Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with all thy might.” Ecclesiastes
9:10

Being an effective teacher might demand being a “new you”. This is an age of change and
some changes must be radical and complete. “And no one pours new wine into old wineskins. If
he does, the new wine will burst the skins, the wine will run out and the wineskins will be ruined.
No, new wine must be poured into new wineskins”. Luke 5.37, 38 NIV
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And the Question is...

If there is one skill an effective Sabbath school teacher must have, it is the ability to ask great
questions. Nothing can make or break a lesson study more than the quality of the questions
being asked by the leader.

Questions can be placed into 3 categories: Great — OK - Poor

Great questions are usually indicated by the amount of raised hands and the eagerness of the
participants.

Ok guestions are usually indicated by a lackluster response.

Poor questions result in the emergence of the sounds of crickets

Here are some examples of different types of questions:
Example One

Q1: Is God real?
A: Yes.
Result: Discussion ends as soon as it starts

Q2: What does the bible say about God being real?
A: Some evidences may be recited for proof by those who are biblically versed.
Result: Some discussion started.

Q3: How has God manifested Himself in your life?
A: Personal accounts can be given that can be offered by anyone.
Result: Great discussion by many different individuals.

Example Two

Q1: Does the story of the Prodigal Son teach us about God'’s love?
A: Yes.
Result: Discussion ends as soon as it starts

Q2: What are some of the lessons we learn from the Prodigal Son about God’s love?
A: Wide range of suggestions can be given from anyone, not just those versed in biblical history
Result: Great discussion by many different individuals.

Using this approach with additional great follow-up questions will result in a lively discussion
where anyone can feel free to participate. Special attention should be given to making sure that
anyone can participate, not just those who are well versed in biblical history and/ or
denominational doctrine.

As you prepare your talking points for this week’s lesson, write out at least 4 great questions

that will stimulate discussion. If the questions are limited to one correct answer, redo them so
that there can be multiple responses to build your discussion around.
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5 Cardinal Sins

| got up early that morning, excited to know that | would soon get the opportunity to visit a new Sabbath
school. | was out of town for the weekend and decided | would visit the main church of this anonymous
city.

| arrived early before Sabbath school started and waited until a few more cars arrived before | entered
the church. The church was attractive and | looked forward to a learning experience during Sabbath
school.

Shortly after the appointed time for Sabbath school to begin, the superintendent arrived to start the
program. He looked hurried and perhaps he had an emergency that prevented him from being there
before the service start time.

After the superintendents’ remarks and song service ended | counted approximately 12 people there.
The superintendent welcomed back a missing member who had been away due to illness. She received
a warm amen from the audience.

Strangely though to me, |, as a visitor, was never acknowledged. Although there were only a dozen of us
there, there was no welcome extended to the visitor(s). Cardinal Sin #1

Next came the division of classes for lesson study. There was no direction from the front geared to a
visitor explaining what was about to happen. Everyone simply got up and went to their classes. | stayed
seated, not knowing if there would be a class in my section or not. Cardinal Sin #2

Thankfully a teacher arrived who covered this section of the church. He greeted me and the one other
class member there at the beginning of the lesson. Although | sat directly in front of him, after his initial
greeting, the teacher never once looked at me again. He directed all of his comments and discussion to
his regular members. Cardinal Sin #3

After the lesson study ended and the transition began to divine service, no one from the Sabbath school
department inquired who | was. It's as if | was invisible. Cardinal Sin #4

After sitting there for a few minutes | decided that maybe | had made a mistake in choosing this
particular church to worship at. If this was the tone set by the church, | didn’'t want to stay for the 11:00
service. | made my way out of the church and to my car without any interaction from the members of that
church. Cardinal Sin #5

| told myself 2 things:

1) I would never visit this church again.

2) | needed to make sure that these obvious signs of a Sabbath school department without a goal for
growth would not be things my home church was guilty of.

Whether large or small, every Sabbath school department should plan for growth and anticipate the
presence of visitors. We have to make a conscious effort to look at what we do from the perspective of
someone who has never been to one of our services before. Simple Christian courtesy would go a long
way towards remedying many of these issues.

The whole circle of our obligation to one another is covered by that word of Christ’s, “Whatsoever ye
would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them.” Matthew 7:12. Education 136
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